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Impact – Short Term

• Established a collaborative community of practice focused on food system inequities in New 
York City.

• The prototype dashboard has provoked discussion on data needed to better inform policy.

• By shedding light on data inadequacies, the team hopes to influence how future data are 
collected, managed, and shared. 

Intellectual Merit

Developing a dashboard that analyzes and visualizes food systems data in unique ways 
enables stakeholders to:
• Improve understanding of food system inequalities
• Identify data needs and potential innovative sources and analytical methods
• Produce data-driven, policy-relevant evidence using novel data sources to reduce 

disparities in food insecurity

Impact – Long Term

• Developing the prototype into a fully operational dashboard will allow 
stakeholders to better manage programs and advance policy.

• Conceptualizing new indicators beyond conventional measures (e.g., food 
deserts) will better address food system inequities. 

• Sharing best practices will allow replication of the dashboard in other 
cities. 

This project convenes researchers, NYC officials, and community-based organizations to co-design and test a prototype Food Environment Equity 
Dashboard (FEED-NYC), a data, information, and knowledge platform focusing on food insecurity in New York City.
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The Issue
Food systems data are:
• Incomplete (measure some dimensions but not others)
• Siloed in different organizations
• Privately-owned and inaccessible (e.g., food prices)
• Insufficiently disaggregated to identify racial, ethnic, or spatial 

disparities
• Not available at a useful spatial granularity

FEED-NYC Research Questions
1. How can innovative data sources illustrate and explain 

food security disparities?
2. To what extent can novel analytical methods enable 

stakeholders to visualize, communicate, and model 
alternative scenarios to reduce food insecurity?

3. How does the process of dashboard development advance 
evidence- and equity-based policymaking?
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