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Project Summary: This Smart and Connected Communities planning grant aims to build a collaborative ecosystem among urban growers/producers and create 
bridges from these farmers to underserved low-income neighborhoods in Kansas City. This planning project will focus on identifying the needs and challenges of 
stakeholders from both urban growers and food desert communities who have limited access to healthy and affordable food. In addition to the involvement of these 
key stakeholder groups, the project involves multiple disciplines from the geosciences, computer sciences, social sciences, and the transportation and food 
engineering sciences. A significant planning effort will be made for community engagement through neighborhood seminars, field training, focus group meetings, and 
survey development through partnerships with the University of Missouri Extension, Cultivate KC, and Antioch Urban Growers.
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